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Open Roads - Benjamin Franklin Academy’s Exploratory Program:
This program is an extension of classroom instruction that takes place 
outside of the traditional classroom setting and focuses on real-world 
applications of concepts learned. Open Roads days will include field 
trips, guest speakers, community service days, etc. 

The mission of Benjamin Franklin Academy is to develop the 
hands, head and heart of students through a curriculum that 

focuses on the pursuit of happiness, as envisioned by its 
namesake. Benjamin Franklin Academy will provide students 

with a rigorous, content-rich liberal arts education that 
integrates a history-centered curriculum with hands-on 

learning in industrial, artisan and agricultural trades. The 
school will develop well-rounded students who are 

productive problem-solvers and who gain self-confidence 
through achievement. The school community will provide a 
healthy tech environment that is focused on the individual 

student’s well-being. Values of respect, responsibility, self-
discipline and perseverance will be emphasized.

Benjamin Franklin Academy is a chartered public middle-high school opening September 2023 
that will offer a curriculum that integrates technical and vocational elements with a history-centered, liberal 
arts curriculum. In addition to the required academic subjects, hands-on learning and attention to the arts 
will be emphasized.  Unique programming to support the curriculum will include:
 

Campfire: A daily morning advisory (with a longer period on Wednesdays) will be devoted to 
Campfire. It is a time for students to think about such issues as character, values, 
community, progress, interests, current events, etc. Students will be organized into 
multi-aged cohorts for a period of years with an assigned advisor where extensive 
explorations of topics outside the scope of standard instruction. Upper-level students will 
complete internships and include a presentation of their learning. 
 
The American Dream: The history curriculum is central to many of the activities at Benjamin 
Franklin Academy. All academic subjects and special activities have a relationship to it. 
Students will know their country’s history, be familiar with its culture and will derive a sense of 
identity. 

Allied Arts: Music and art education will be an integral part of the curriculum 
at Benjamin Franklin Academy. There will be formal classes, which cover art 
and music history and theory, as well as classes giving students 
opportunities to express themselves creatively in both subjects. 

Show Time: Benjamin Franklin Academy will have an immersive theater 
program that is integrated into the curriculum. The program will seek to 
mount a full slate of productions that promote the philosophical, historical, 
and artistic themes of the school.

Toolbox - Benjamin Franklin Academy's Project-Based Learning: 
Toolbox is an integral part of the Franklin Academy mission. We believe that 
practical work with the hands leading to the acquisition of useful skills leads 
to both a deeper understanding of the academic curriculum and to the 
empowerment and self-confidence that a tangible, skillfully executed project 
or product can bring. Critical thinking, creativity, and problem solving will be 
practiced based on the scope of project. 

These exploratory experiences are another way to get the hands, heads 
and hearts of  students working together to strengthen and reinforce 

academic learning and foster group work and social interactions 
among the students. 


